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I encourage you to make the best of your study time to train yourselves to
become promoters and defenders of growth in equity

Pope Francis on Thursday urged students of a French Catholic School to watch out against the lure
and slavery of money, and train themselves to be promoters and defenders of equality and justice
in the world.

Some 80 students and staff of Institution des Chartreux of Lyons, in Rome as part of their
semester, met the Pope in the Vatican.  Known commonly as Les Chartreux, the private school is
managed by the Carthusians.

Lure and slavery of money

The Pope expressed satisfaction that while they were preparing themselves to enter the big
commercial schools to pursue professional careers in the world of finance, their current academic
formation at Les Chartreux was providing them a strong human, philosophical and cultural dimension.
  “It is essential,” he said, “that from now on and in your future professional life you learn to be free
from the ‘lure of money’, from the slavery into which money shuts those who worship it.”    He said it
is also important that they have the “strength and courage not to blindly obey the invisible hand of the
market.”  “Hence,” he said, “I encourage you to make the best of your study time to train yourselves
to become promoters and defenders of growth in equity, and artisans of an upright and adequate
administration of our common home, the world.”

Just and humane world

Pope Francis further exhorted them to become responsible for this world and for the life of every
man, never forgetting that “every injustice against a poor person is an open wound and belittles your
very dignity.”    He told the students to find the means and the time to take on the path of brotherhood
to create bridges rather than walls among men in order to add their stone to building a more just
and humane society.   He concluded encouraging them to work for good and be a humble seed of
a new world. 
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